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11For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another. 
 

12We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his 
own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous.  
 

13Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 
 

14We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we 
love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 
 

15Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
 

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
 

17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him? 
 

18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth. 
 

19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our 
heart before him; 
 

20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our 
heart, and he knows everything. 
 

21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
before God; 
 

22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
 

23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 
 

24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 

Study Guide #6 

Love one Another 
1Jn 2:7-11 

Jn 13:31-35 

 

Love Neighbor (11-12) 
*This is one of the 
“evident” signs of 
the children of God 
(1Jn 3:10) 
-Mt 22:34-40 
-Exo 20:12-17 
-Lev 19:18 
-Rom 13:9,10 
-Jam 2:8 
*Matt 25:31-46* 

Cain 
Gen 4:1-16 

An example of a 
child of the Devil 

(1Jn 3:10) 

1Jn 1:1, 5; 2:7; 3:8 

Hate from the World 
1Jn 3:1;  

Jn 15:18-19; 17:14 

Continued distinction between the children 
of God and the children of the devil 

1Jn 3:10 – How do 
we know if we are a 
child of God of a 

child of the devil? 

<-- Mt 5:21-22 

How do we identify 
true love? 

-Jn 10:11; 15:12-13 
-Rom 5:6-11 

By This We Know Love 
This is the demand of 
true agape love 

- Love is denial of 
self for another’s 
gain.  

-It is doing what Jesus 
himself would do.  

How can we know 
whether we would 

sacrifice our life 
for a brother? 

James 2:14-26 
v. 20 is somewhat 
confusing… 
*Is this meant to 
be reassuring or 
fear inducing? 

*Regardless, we can 
know this: 

-God already knows 
what is on our 
heart, so there is 
no reason to hold 
anything back from 
Him. 

-God can overcome 
whatever stands 
between Him and 
people’s hearts. 

How can we know 
our standing 
before God? 

Love God and 
Love Neighbor 
-Mt 22:34-40 

-Jn 3:16 

-1Jn 2:1-11 

 

Abides in Him 
-1Jn 2:24-29 

 
<-- Acts 2:38; Rom 8:9-11 

What does it mean 
to “Believe?” 
-Matt 22:34-40 
-John 3:16 
-Acts 4:12 
-Acts 13:38-39 
-Rom 13:8-10 
-James 2:14-26 

Whatever we ask 
Does not mean 

that the desires 
of a believer 

will be met, but 
instead that God 
is faithful to 
accomplish the 

work of His 
ministry. 

-Jn 16:23-24 
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Questions for Discussion 
 
What message was taught “from the beginning?” (v. 11) This does not mean that the 
desires of a believer will be met, but instead that God is faithful to accomplish the work 
of His ministry. God honors those who honor Him; He stays true to His words and plans. 
 
Why did Cain murder his brother? (v. 12) 
 
 
How can one “abide in death?” (v. 13) 
 
 
How can we know if we have “passed from death to life?” (v. 14) 
 
 
Why is one who “hates his brother” a “murderer” (v. 15) 
 
 
Compare verse 17 with James 2:15-16 
 
 
How do we know if “we are of the truth?” (v. 19) 
 
 
How can our heart condemn us? (v. 20) 
 
 
Does God promise to give us everything we ask for? (v. 22) 
 
 
What commandment has been given to us? (v. 23) 
 
 
How do we know if God abides in us? (v. 24) 
 
 
List those characteristics common to both a murderer and one who hates his brother? 
 
 
What does it mean to love “in deed and truth?” How can one’s heart condemn him? 
 
 
What assurance does the Christian have that his prayers are answered? 
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Study Guide Notes 
 
1 John 3:10 (ESV)  
10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love 
his brother.  
 
From the Beginning 
 
1 John 1:1 (ESV)  
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of life—  
 
1 John 1:5 (ESV)  

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  
 
1 John 2:7 (ESV)  

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that 
you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard.  
 
1 John 3:8 (ESV)  
8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil.  
 
Love One Another 
 
1 John 2:7–11 (ESV)  

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that 
you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 
At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in 
him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already 
shining. 9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 10 
Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for 
stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, 
and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  
 
John 13:31–35 (ESV)  

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 



Virtual Study of I John – 1 John 3:11-24 
Bellevue Church of Christ – Summer / Fall 2020 

 

Page 4 of 10 

and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 
come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 
Love Neighbor 
 
Matthew 22:34–40 (ESV)  

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is 
the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”  
 
Matthew 25:31–46 (ESV)  

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 
And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will 
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or 
in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 
it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then 
they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, 
saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 
do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.”  
 
Exodus 20:12–17 (ESV)  

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
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14 “You shall not commit adultery.  
15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.”  
 
Leviticus 19:18 (ESV)  
18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.  
 
Romans 13:9–10 (ESV)  
9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 
James 2:8 (ESV)  

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.  
 
Cain 
 
Genesis 4:1–16 (ESV)  
1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten 
a man with the help of the LORD.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was 
a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought 
to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn 
of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 
but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 
The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do 
well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”  

8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against 
his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your 
brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the LORD said, 
“What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the 
ground. 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it shall no 
longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13 
Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, you have 
driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 Then the 
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LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 
16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, 
east of Eden.  
 
Hate from the World 
 
1 John 3:1 (ESV)  
1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him.  
 
John 15:18–19 (ESV)  

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  
 
John 17:14 (ESV)  
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world.  
 
Hate His Brother 
 
Matthew 5:21–22 (ESV)  

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 
whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 
liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  
 
Lay Down His Life 
 
John 10:11 (ESV)  
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
 
John 15:12–13 (ESV)  

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  
 
Romans 5:6–11 (ESV)  

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
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more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  
 
Love in Deed 
 
James 2:14–26 (ESV)  

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in 
daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, 
if it does not have works, is dead.  

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is 
one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, 
you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that 
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 
works is dead.  
 
Whatever We Ask 
 
John 16:23–24 (ESV)  
23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of 
the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in my 
name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.  
 
Love God and Love Neighbor 
 
Matthew 22:34–40 (ESV)  

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is 
the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”  
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John 3:16 (ESV)  
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.  
 
1 John 2:1–11 (ESV)  
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 
God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in 
him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.  

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that 
you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 
At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in 
him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already 
shining. 9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 10 
Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for 
stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, 
and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  
 
Believe in Jesus 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 (ESV)  
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 "Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And he said to him, "You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is 
the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."  
 
John 3:16 (ESV)  
16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  
 
Acts 4:11-12 (ESV)  
11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved."  
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Acts 13:38-39 (ESV)  
38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything 39 from 
which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.  
 
Romans 13:8-10 (ESV)  
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 
James 2:14-26 (ESV)  
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily 
food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, 
if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have 
works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is 
useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son 
Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"— and he was called a friend of God. 24 

You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way 
was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers 
and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so 
also faith apart from works is dead.  
 
Abides in Him 
 
1 John 2:24–29 (ESV)  
24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the 
beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this 
is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.  

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the 
anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone 
should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is 
no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29 If you know that he is 
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righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of 
him.  
 
The Spirit 
 
Acts 2:38 (ESV)  
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Romans 8:9–11 (ESV)  

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
his Spirit who dwells in you.  
 
 
 


